anewly discovered part of the Heritage 
of old Vincennes. 


AN EXCITING NEW BEGINNING 


“Great things have been effected by a few men 
well conducted, our cause is just, our country 
shall be grateful.’’ These words were spoken by 
Col. George Rogers Clark in 1779, almost as 
though he knew they might someday guide a 
historically enlightened society in the task of 
reconstructing a lost heritage. 

During America’s colonial period, Vincennes 
was the focal point of four great streams of 
culture - French, British, Indian, and the newly 
emerging American. The history of the Old 
Northwest Territory could not be written with- 


Out a generous portion of it being devoted to 
& Vincennes. 


The Old Northwest Bicentennial accepts the 
challenge of trying to bring back to life a piece 
of that history for this and future generations. 


“ 
Great things have been It will indeed take the combined efforts of 
many dedicated and generous people, but the 


effected by a few men well final result will be something that will bind us 
conducted...” George Rogers Clark, 1779 ae Eh Ra ar ee L 


¥ 


“Grouseland” was built in 1803-1804 by William Henry 
Harrison, first Governor of Indiana Territory and ninth 
President of the United States. It is a National Historic 
Landmark. 


The first capito! of the Indiana Territory. This territory 
was established in 1800 and encompassed Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and part of Minnesota. 
In 1803, the Louisiana Purchase was annexed. 


MUCH HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE IN VINCENNES TO PRESERVE ITS HERITAGE 


Replica of Elihu Stout's printing 
office, home of the Western Sun, 
first printed as The /ndiana Gazette 
in 1804. Abraham Lincoln first 
saw a printing press here. (1830) 


The Old Cathedral, historic shrine of 
Catholicism in the Old Northwest. Started 
in 1826 on the site of first church, dating 
from the early 1700's. Bronze statue of 
Father Gibault stands in the Cathedral 
plaza. 


Bronze statue of Col. George Rogers 
Clark in the rotunda of the Clark 
Memorial. This national memorial com- 
memorates the winning of the Old 
Northwest and the achievements of 
Clark and his small army during the 
Revolutionary War. 


OBJECTIVES 


The main thrust of the Old Northwest Bicentennial program will be two- 
fold. First, planned restoration of the Brouillette-Polk house, a recently 
discovered braced frame French dwelling on North First Street. Second, 
the development of an “‘Indian Village’’ exhibit at the seven acre site 
of Sugar Loaf Indian Mound near Vincennes. 

These permanent exhibits, when completed, will graphically portray 
the French and Indian cultures that existed in Vincennes at the time of 
Clark’s conquest of the British-held garrison in February 1779. 

Future plans of the Old Northwest Bicentennial call for the establish- 
ment of yet a third exhibit, depicting perhaps the most important 
group to settle Vincennes - the American pioneer. 

By the end of the bicentennial era in 1983, when Vincennes will also 
celebrate 250 years of existence, a visitor to the area will be able to 
walk through three “‘villages’’ relating the story of over 300 years of 
recorded history. 


THE BROUILLETTE- 
POLK HOUSE 


The discovery of the old French house on First Street 
is an exciting addition to the French heritage program 
of the Old Northwest Bicentennial. Recent research 
indicates that the house may have been constructed 
as early as the 1790's and that Michel Brouillette 
was possibly the first owner. 

A news story published in a Vincennes paper in 1899 
relates the fact that the house at 509 First Street was, 
at that time, the second oldest French house in 
Vincennes. 

Brouillette, a fur trader, Indian scout, and later 
member of the French militia, moved to Vincennes 
sometime between 1755 and 1760. One of the French 
habitants who took the oath of allegiance to America, 
thereby joining those on the side of Clark, Brouillette 
was later commissioned a Captain and served under 
Col. Clark in defending the Illinois country in 1780. 
Once restored, this house will provide thousands of 
visitors with an understanding of our French cultural 
heritage. 


VINCENNES AND THE BICENTENNIAL 


July 4, 1976 marks the 200th anniversary of the American 
Revolution for independence from an oppressive British rule. All 
America will take notice of this auspicious occasion, however, most 
of the attention given the actual landmarks involved will center on 
the eastern seaboard. Of twenty locations given official sanction 
by the National Park Service, only one - Vincennes - is west of the 
Alleghenies. Vincennes will become an easily accessible focal 
point for millions of mid-Americans who wish to share in the 
history celebrated by this bicentennial event. 

Yes, Vincennes is to be an important part of this national ob- 
servance. However, our goals can only be accomplished by enlisting 
the aid of many people. 

Just as Clark could not have succeeded without the support of 
many, we, too, must call upon those who recognize the importance 
of this project to volunteer to help us succeed in the second 
Victory at Vincennes. 


The ONB, a not-for-profit open membership group whose goal is to prepare Vincennes for the bicentennial 
observance, was recently awarded a challenge grant of $40,000 by the Lilly Endowment, Inc., of Indianapolis. 
The grant, given to assist the ONB in preparing two of three museum type exhibits, is conditioned upon the 
ONB’s ability to raise no less than the full amount allocated by the Lilly Endowment. If the ONB fails to 
match the $40,000 within the time allowed, the entire grant is forfeited. 


Cash gifts, as well as pledges or firm commitments, will qualify toward the $40,000 challenge goal. The 
publicly supported ONB clearly regards the conditional grant as a significant opportunity to demonstrate 
the interest of the local and historic community in the program that has been formulated. In their judgment, 
the challenge is important not only to the Vincennes community and surrounding counties, but also to 
Indiana and the states that were carved out of the Old Northwest Territory. 


Recently, the ONB announced an award by the Indiana American Revolution Bicentennial commission of a 
$10,000 grant, which must be matched by the ONB by February 15, 1975. Complete success in matching 
both grants will enable the group to fund fully its $100,000 budget in time to make substantial progress 
on its program for the bicentennial observance. Every dollar contributed will thus be equal to a gift of two 
dollars. 


The ONB’'s campaign for funds and support will take place primarily during February of 1975 - ‘George 
Rogers clark Month”. 


Won't you join the ONB and give generously to help save the heritage that is such an important part of all 
our lives? If you will call 882-7679, a representative of the ONB will gladly call on you and give you full de- 
tails of the program, tax advantages and options under which you might participate. The ONB wants YOU! 


Whether you choose to be Long Knife, Militiaman, Le Patriote, Volunteer, or Drummer, your support will 
be greatly appreciated. Of course, donations of any size will aid our cause; you decide. 


OLD NORTHWEST BICENTENNIAL CORPORATION 
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